
Chipping Campden School: Year 9 ENGLISH Curriculum Overview  
 Autumn: Term 1 Autumn: Term 2 Spring: Term 3 Spring: Term 4 Summer: Term 5  Summer: Term 6 
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Dickens’ Literary Protest: A Christmas Carol 
 

Starting with a close novel study of A Christmas Carol, students 
will explore Victorian London and consider how Dickens used his 
writing as a form of social critique, holding up a lens to society.  
 

• The life of Charles Dickens: biography, growing up, using 
literature as social critique Life in Victorian London: class 
disparity, Malthus and the 1834 Poor Law, the treatment 
of children, changes in society, charity and education.  

• Structure, form, and narrative of the novella including 
character development, staves, allegory, gothic  

• Symbolism, motifs and imagery in the novella, including 
Christmas, fire, supernatural, and the differences 
between themes, motifs and symbols  

• Themes of forgiveness, isolation, transformation, 
choices, time, family, memory, rich and poor, guilt and 
blame, redemption, social responsibility  

• Language techniques and styles including Victorian 
conventions, creating character and setting  

• Cultural Literacy Booklet: 19th Century Non-Fiction 
Booklet: Life in Dickens’ London; Dickens and Friends 

• Class Reader: A Christmas Carol, Charles Dickens 
 

Voices of Equality 
 
Students will look at how and why we can 
appeal to pathos, logos, and ethos through 
the exploration of diverse powerful voices 
through history, developing writing skills.  
 

• The history and concepts of 
rhetoric, including pathos, logos, 
and ethos 

• The conventions and characteristics 
of speeches  

• Rhetorical devices and how 
language can be used to manipulate 
the listener 

• Important concepts to do with 
equality, including identity, 
hierarchy, and exploitation 

• Cultural Literacy Booklet: Voices of 
equality (Diverse YA fiction shorts) 

• Class Reader: To Kill a Mockingbird, 
Harper Lee 

 

Shakespeare’s Women 
 
Looking at Shakespeare’s speeches and 
exploring how Shakespeare challenges the 
stereotypes of silent and submissive 
femininity. 
 

• Conventions of Shakespearean 
form including soliloquy, iambic 
pentameter, prose and verse 

• Presentations of women in a 
patriarchal society 

• Ideas around subverting dominant 
ideologies 

• How students can make allusions 
in their own writing to 
Shakespearean women  

• Cultural Literacy Booklet: 
Women’s equality in fiction 

• Class Reader: To Kill a 
Mockingbird, Harper Lee 

 

The Romantics 

Students will explore the beliefs of Romantic 
poets and how they use their writing to 
question society, and as a form of literary 
protest. 

• Poetic forms and devices 

• How poems can be compared based 
on topics, ideas, and themes, and how 
students can structure a comparison 

• Romantic ideologies and beliefs 
including rebellion and dissent, and 
how the Victorian society influenced 
the topics ideas and themes of writing 

• Cultural Literacy Booklet: 19th 
Century Romantic Concerns 

• Class Reader: To Kill a Mockingbird, 
Harper Lee 

 

Dystopian Writing 

By looking at extracts from classic and 
modern dystopian novels, students will 
revise grammar and creative writing 
techniques. 

• The form of dystopia in adult 
and young adult literature, and 
how it represents collective 
concerns about our society 

• How to structure a narrative 
including effective openings 
and closings, and narrative arcs 

• Revision of grammar, including 
word types and sentence types 

• Revision of language devices 

• Class Reader: To Kill a 
Mockingbird, Harper Lee 
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Links to previous learning 
 Y6 Transition: Novel study of The Hobbit 
 Y7 Myths and Legends: Moralistic Tales 
 Y7 Heroes and Villains: Concepts of heroism and 
transformation 
 Y8 The Hound of the Baskervilles: Victorian / Serialised novels 
 
Links to future learning 
→ Y9 The Romantics: 19th Century Contexts 
→ GCSE Language Paper 2: 19th Century non-fiction 
→ GCSE 19th Century Novel (Jekyll and Hyde): Conventions of 
19th Century Fiction; Context of Victorian London 
→ GCSE Shakespeare (Macbeth): ethics and morality; the hero 
 

Links to previous learning 
 Y7 Heroes and Villains: Ideas about 
heroism; Transactional Writing 
 Y8 Words that Burn: rhetoric; writing for 
a purpose.   
 Y8 Voices of War: writing for a purpose.   
 
Links to future learning 
→ GCSE Language Paper 2: Transactional 
Writing; Rhetoric 
→ GCSE Modern Novel (Never Let Me Go): 
ideas about prejudice and inequality 
→ GCSE Shakespeare (Macbeth): hierarchy 
 

Links to previous learning 
 Y7 Myths and Legends: Allusions 
 Y7 The Tempest: Shakespearean drama 
 Y8 The Merchant of Venice: 
Shakespearean drama 
 Y9 Dickens’ Literary Protest: Allusions 
 
Links to future learning 
→ GCSE Shakespeare (Macbeth): gender 
roles, context and language, analysis of 
extracts 
→ GCSE 19th Century Novel (Jekyll and 
Hyde): Inequality of women in literature 
 

Links to previous learning 
 Y8 Voices of War: Poetic conventions 
 Y8 The Hound of the Baskervilles: Victorian 
Literature 
 Y9 A Christmas Carol: Victorian Literature 
 Y9 Voices of Equality: Social Issues 
 
Links to future learning 
→ GCSE Power and Conflict Poetry: Context 
of Romanticism; Poetic Conventions 
→ GCSE Unseen Poetry (Poetic conventions) 
→ GCSE Language Paper 2: 19th Century non-
fiction 
 

Links to previous learning 
 Y7 Myths and Legends: Descriptive 
and Narrative Writing 
 Y8 Gothic Tales: exploring different 
genres 
 
Links to future learning 
→ GCSE Language Paper 1: descriptive 
and narrative writing 
→ GCSE Modern Novel (Never Let Me 
Go): concepts and contexts of dystopia 
→ GCSE Shakespeare (Macbeth): 
hierarchy; prejudice; ideas about power 
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Communicating: Summative 
Baseline Writing Assessment 
(Write a description of the 
streets of Victorian London) 
 
Thinking: Formative Reading 
(Analytical Paragraph)  
 
Thinking: Formative Reading 
(Analytical Paragraph)  

Knowing: Formative Multiple 
Choice Quiz (assessing: 
homework and classwork, 
previous knowledge, SPAG)  
 
Thinking: Formative Writing 
(description) 
 
Communicating: Summative 
Reading (Analytical Essay) 

Knowing: Formative Multiple Choice Quiz 
(assessing: homework and classwork of this 
term, previous knowledge, SPAG and 
vocabulary)  
 
Thinking: Formative Writing (speech) 
 
 
Communicating: Summative Writing 
(speech) 

Knowing: Formative Multiple Choice Quiz 
(assessing: homework and classwork of 
this term, previous knowledge, SPAG and 
vocabulary)  
 
Thinking: Formative Reading (analytical 
paragraph) 
 
Communicating: Summative Reading 
(analytical essay) 

Knowing: Formative Multiple Choice Quiz 
(assessing: homework and classwork of this 
term, previous knowledge, SPAG and 
vocabulary)  
 
Thinking: Formative Reading (comparative 
analytical paragraph) 
 
Communicating: Summative Reading 
(comparative analytical essay) 
 

Knowing: Formative Multiple Choice 
Quiz (assessing: homework and 
classwork of this term, previous 
knowledge, SPAG and vocabulary)  
 
Thinking: Formative Writing 
(description) 
 
Communicating: Summative Spoken 
Language presentation 
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• GCSE Pod: A Christmas Carol 

• Seneca Learning: A Christmas Carol 

• Digital Theatre +: Locked in with Scrooge 

• BBC Bitesize Revision 

• GCSE Pod: Reading Skills 

• Seneca Learning: English Language 

• Bitesize: Rhetorical Devices 

• GCSE Pod: Approaching 
Shakespeare 

• BBC Teach: women in 
Shakespeare 

• Uncovered Shakespeare’s Women 

• GCSE Pod: Approaching Poetry 

• TedEd: Poetry 

• Romanticism: Patrick Stewart 
Introduction to Philosophy and Ideas 
in Romanticism  

• GCSE Pod: Getting ready for 
KS4 English 

• GCSE Pod: Spelling, 
Punctuation and Grammar 

• TedEd: Dystopia 

https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3235&section=2
file://///campdensch.internal/dfs/StaffShared/Departments/English%20and%20Media%20College/English/4-%20Year%209/1-%20Autumn%20I%20and%202%20(A%20Christmas%20Carol)/Autumn%20I%20Non-Fiction%20Booklet
file://///campdensch.internal/dfs/StaffShared/Departments/English%20and%20Media%20College/English/4-%20Year%209/1-%20Autumn%20I%20and%202%20(A%20Christmas%20Carol)/Autumn%20I%20Non-Fiction%20Booklet
file://///campdensch.internal/dfs/StaffShared/Departments/English%20and%20Media%20College/English/4-%20Year%209/1-%20Autumn%20I%20and%202%20(A%20Christmas%20Carol)/Autumn%20I%20Non-Fiction%20Booklet
file://///campdensch.internal/dfs/StaffShared/Departments/English%20and%20Media%20College/English/4-%20Year%209/1-%20Autumn%20I%20and%202%20(A%20Christmas%20Carol)/Autumn%20I%20Non-Fiction%20Booklet
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/46/46-h/46-h.htm
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3235&section=3
https://colin.campden.school/pluginfile.php/115949/mod_resource/content/1/Voices%20of%20Equality%20Booklet%20FINAL.pdf
https://colin.campden.school/pluginfile.php/115949/mod_resource/content/1/Voices%20of%20Equality%20Booklet%20FINAL.pdf
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=YW5udXJpc2xhbWljc2Nob29sLm9yZ3xzaXN0ZXIta2F0ZWx5bnxneDo2NjVmZmE1NzNjNjc4NWM
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=YW5udXJpc2xhbWljc2Nob29sLm9yZ3xzaXN0ZXIta2F0ZWx5bnxneDo2NjVmZmE1NzNjNjc4NWM
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3235&section=4
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=YW5udXJpc2xhbWljc2Nob29sLm9yZ3xzaXN0ZXIta2F0ZWx5bnxneDo2NjVmZmE1NzNjNjc4NWM
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=YW5udXJpc2xhbWljc2Nob29sLm9yZ3xzaXN0ZXIta2F0ZWx5bnxneDo2NjVmZmE1NzNjNjc4NWM
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3235&section=5
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=YW5udXJpc2xhbWljc2Nob29sLm9yZ3xzaXN0ZXIta2F0ZWx5bnxneDo2NjVmZmE1NzNjNjc4NWM
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=YW5udXJpc2xhbWljc2Nob29sLm9yZ3xzaXN0ZXIta2F0ZWx5bnxneDo2NjVmZmE1NzNjNjc4NWM
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3235&section=6
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=YW5udXJpc2xhbWljc2Nob29sLm9yZ3xzaXN0ZXIta2F0ZWx5bnxneDo2NjVmZmE1NzNjNjc4NWM
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=YW5udXJpc2xhbWljc2Nob29sLm9yZ3xzaXN0ZXIta2F0ZWx5bnxneDo2NjVmZmE1NzNjNjc4NWM
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3233&section=1
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3233&section=2
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3234&section=3
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3235&section=5
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3236&section=5
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3236&section=7
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3236&section=6
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3233&section=2
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3234&section=3
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3234&section=5
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3236&section=5
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3236&section=8
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3236&section=6
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3233&section=1
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3233&section=5
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3234&section=7
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3235&section=2
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3236&section=6
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3236&section=7
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3236&section=7
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3234&section=5
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3234&section=3
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3235&section=2
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3235&section=3
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3236&section=9
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3236&section=10
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3236&section=5
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3233&section=1
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3234&section=6
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3236&section=4
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3236&section=8
https://colin.campden.school/course/view.php?id=3236&section=6
https://members.gcsepod.com/shared/podcasts/title/10255/62508
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/seneca-certified-resources/english-lit-a-christmas-carol-gcse-aqa/
https://www.digitaltheatreplus.com/education/collections/digital-theatre/character-lock-in-richard-armitage-on-ebenezer-scrooge
https://www.digitaltheatreplus.com/education/collections/digital-theatre/character-lock-in-richard-armitage-on-ebenezer-scrooge
https://members.gcsepod.com/content?subject_id=6061&exam_board_id=1010&topic_id=9075
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/seneca-certified-resources/english-language-gcse-aqa/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zc7nycw/revision/2
https://members.gcsepod.com/shared/podcasts/title/12112/74916
https://members.gcsepod.com/shared/podcasts/title/12112/74916
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5HVc_Aj0m9o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5HVc_Aj0m9o
https://www.digitaltheatreplus.com/education/collections/bbc-studios/shakespeare-uncovered-joely-richardson-on-shakespeares-women
https://members.gcsepod.com/content?subject_id=6062&exam_board_id=1010&topic_id=8132
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JwhouCNq-Fc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vki6LRAf_-w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vki6LRAf_-w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vki6LRAf_-w
https://members.gcsepod.com/content?subject_id=6062&exam_board_id=1010&topic_id=9097
https://members.gcsepod.com/content?subject_id=6062&exam_board_id=1010&topic_id=9097
https://members.gcsepod.com/content?subject_id=6062&exam_board_id=1010&topic_id=7887
https://members.gcsepod.com/content?subject_id=6062&exam_board_id=1010&topic_id=7887
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6a6kbU88wu0


 


