
Chipping Campden School: Year 8 ENGLISH Curriculum Overview 2021-2022 
 Autumn: Term 1 & 2 Spring: Term 3 Spring: Term 4 Summer: Term 5  Summer: Term 6 
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‘The Hound of the Baskervilles’ by Arthur Conan Doyle 
'The Hound of the Baskervilles' Ecopy 

Introduction to the theme of crime, mystery and Victorian 
detective novels through close reading of this novel. 

• Presentation of character 

• Inference and deduction 

• Novel structure 

• Unreliable narrator 

• Creation of anticipation 

• Gothic literature conventions 

• Authorial intent with description 

• Introduction to Victorian London 
Sherlock Holmes the greatest detective ever? Find out here. 

Words that Burn 
Introduction to voices and the use 
of poetic form to have those 
voices heard with a focus on 
Human Rights.  This unit includes 
the following poems: 
• ‘Head over Heels’ by Emtithal 

Mahmoud 

• ‘Take Up Space’ by Vanessa 
Kissule 

• ‘Being British’ Deanna Rodger 

• ‘Freedom’ by Inja 

• ‘Black/White’ by Amy Leon 

Words of War 
Students are introduced in this unit to a 
variety of poems about war.  Specific 
focus is on WW1  poetry (Sassoon, 
Owen, Brooke, Pope) but more 
contemporary poets are also included 
 

• Understanding conflicting views 
held – ideological v. realistic - 

• How to analyse poetry using poetic 
terminology and effective 
quotation choices 

• Constructing a comparative 
response using discourse markers. 

 

Gothic Women 
Revisiting of the Gothic genre  in more 
detail to develop an understanding of 
Gothic tropes – many of which feature in 
a variety of formats in a range of more 
contemporary genres.  Experimentation 
in narrative writing. 
 

• Embedding Gothic conventions 

• Embedding the narrative arc 

• Developing independent creative 
writing 

The Merchant of Venice 
Introduction to the second 
Shakespearean play of KS3.  The final 
assessment will have an oracy focus. 
 

• Understanding key themes – 
money, justice, love, prejudice 

• Building confidence with 
Shakespeare’s language 

• Building confidence in 
speaking and listening skills 
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This unit builds on the analytical skills initially learned in KS2 
with the purpose of ensuring our students are capable analytical 
writers at GCSE.  Other links to learning are:  
 
Links to previous learning: 
 Year 7: Whole novel study; analytical skills and writing style 
 
Links to future learning: 
➔Year 9: 19th Century ‘A Christmas Carol’ 
➔GCSE: 19th Century non-fiction text extracts (GCSE English 
Language Paper 2) and whole novel study (also 19th Century), 
contextual establishment of Victorian England (GCSE English 
Literature Paper 1: Jekyll and Hyde) 

This unit allows students to hear and 
explore different voices of protest 
and develop their own voice. 
 
Links to previous learning:  
 KS2:  introduction to poetry 
 Year 7: Expressing opinion 
through ‘Travellers’ Tales’ unit 
 
Links to future learning: 
➔Year 8:  ‘Words of War’ (next unit), 
➔Year 9: Voices of Equality  
➔ GCSE: English Language Paper 2 
Transactional writing (Section B) 
 

This unit develops students’ understanding 
of poetry, building on the previous unit and 
will develop students’ comparative skills. 
 
Links to previous learning:  
 KS2: Introduction to poetry 
Year 8: ‘Words that Burn’ and voices of 
protest. 
 
Links to future learning: 
➔ Year 9: Romantic Poetry 
➔GCSE: ‘Power and Conflict’ poetry GCSE 
Literature Paper 2 
 

This unit introduces students in more detail 
to the Gothic genre through a range of 19th 
Century text extracts. 
 
Links to previous learning:  
 Year 7: Heroes & Villains unit 
 Year 8: Victorian novel study  
 
Links to future learning: 
➔Year 9: ‘A Christmas Carol’ Victorian novel 
study 
➔ GCSE: Victorian novel study GCSE 
English Literature Paper 1 and potential  
➔ GCSE: 19th C text GCSE English Lang. 
Paper 2 
 

This unit builds on students’ previous 
learning about Shakespeare and 
develops students’ oral presentation 
skills. 
 

Links to previous learning:  
 KS2: Introduction to Shakespeare 
Year 7: ‘The Tempest’  
 
Links to future learning:  
➔ Year 9: Shakespeare’s Women  
➔ GCSE: Shakespeare English Literature 
Paper 1 
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Knowing:  Knowledge Checks 
Formative: Knowledge Checks on key contextual information and 
about the novel itself. 
 

Thinking: Analytical Paragraphs 
Formative:  Students craft 3 analytical paragraphs that focus on 
analysing the author’s use of different techniques to create mystery. 
Focus is on using and embedding quotations and identifying key 
methods. 

 
Communicating: Full Exam Practice 

Summative:  Students complete a 45 minute assessment under exam 
conditions responding to an extract and their knowledge of the novel 
as a whole (GCSE style) 

Knowing:  Knowledge Checks 
Formative: Knowledge Check on key 
information about poetry. 
 

Thinking: Writing our own 
Formative:  Students craft an 
opening stanza to their own poem. 

 
Communicating: Creating personal 

poetry 
Summative – S&L:  Students record a 
performance of their own poem. 

 

Knowing:  Knowledge Checks 
Formative: Knowledge Check on key 
information about poetry. 

 
Thinking: Writing a comparative 

paragraph 
Formative: Compare how Pope & Brooke 
persuade soldiers to fight. 
 

Communicating: Comparing poems 
Summative:  Students compare two pre-
studied war poems. 
 

Knowing:  Knowledge Checks 
Formative: Knowledge Check on key 
information about poetry. 
 

Thinking: Writing a descriptive opening 
Formative:  Write a description of a gothic 
scene 

 
Communicating: Creative narrative writing 
Summative:  Write the opening of a gothic 
story. 
 

Communicating: Spoken Presentation 
Summative:  Spoken presentation 
 

END OF YEAR EXAMS: 
Summative: MCQ – 30 Questions on all 
classwork and homework over the year. 
Summative: Writing task  
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• Andrew Marr investigates how ACD created the 
character of Sherlock Holmes 

• The Hound of the Baskervilles - BBC Bitesize 

Amnesty International UK 
 

 

Wilfred Owen - First World War Poet 
 

The Gothic Genre & Tropes 
 

'The Merchant of Venice' 
 

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/2852/2852-h/2852-h.htm
https://thecritic.co.uk/why-sherlock-holmes-remains-the-greatest-detective/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-literature-ks3--ks4-sherlock-holmes/zn6tgwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-literature-ks3--ks4-sherlock-holmes/zn6tgwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/search?q=the+hound+of+the+baskervilles&page=1
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/issues/human-rights-defenders
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/issues/human-rights-defenders
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/issues/human-rights-defenders
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z9ckwmn
https://www.invaluable.com/blog/elements-of-gothic-literature/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zywqtfr


 


