
Chipping Campden School: Year 7 English Curriculum Overview 2021-2022 
 Autumn: Term 1 Autumn: Term 2 Spring: Term 3 Spring: Term 4 Summer: Term 5  Summer: Term 6 
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Journeys   
an exploration of Greek Myths and Legends 

 

We start the year with a unit where we focus on embedding the key 
skills taught at KS2 through a range of Myths and Legends, as well as 
developing an understanding of heroes and how elements of these 
stories have been used throughout history. Students will understand 
both key grammatical terminology and how writers use language 
techniques to write narratively, which they can then apply to their own 
work. 
 
We will look at: 

• Aktion 

• Daedalus and Icarus 

• Theseus and the Minotaur 

• Echo and Narcissus 

• The Odyssey 

Northern Lights 
 

This novel study will develop students’ understanding of longer texts and 
the authorial use of description and language techniques to enable 
readers to infer meaning.  Students will be taught how to choose and 
embed quotations.  They will explore denotation and connotations and 
they will be taught how to structure an analytical response. 
 
Key skills we will be developing are: 

• Choosing and embedding quotations 

• Understanding denotations and connotations 

• Understanding the structure of a novel/development of a 
character 

• Analysing the author’s language use 

• Structuring an analytical response 
 
 

Travellers’ Tales 

Students will read a range of texts 
including non-fiction and poetry in which 
writers express opinions about different 
places and travel in general. The focus 
will be on developing their writing for the 
purpose of being persuasive. 

Key extracts we will cover are written by: 

• ‘Death in Varanasi’ by Geoff Dyer 

• ‘The Travels of Marco Polo’ by 
Marco Polo 

• ‘All about Britain’ and ‘Notes from 
a Small Island’ by Bill Bryson 

• ‘Travels with Charley’ by John 
Steinbeck 

• Poetry includes poems by 
Browning, Alvi, Nichols and Frost. 

The Tempest 

The Tempest | The Folger SHAKESPEARE 

An introduction to first Shakespeare 

text of KS3. The final assessment 
will have an oracy focus. 

• Understanding key themes – 
money, justice, love, prejudice 

• Building confidence with 
Shakespeare’s language 

• Building confidence in 
speaking and listening skills 
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This unit links both to previous KS2 learning, but also enables students to 
have a grounding in classic myths and legends which they can then draw on 
going forward and studying Literature. 
 
Links to previous learning: 
 KS2: Myths and Legends units 
 
Links to future learning: 
➔GCSE:  Descriptive and narrative writing skills through to GCSE (Language 
Paper 1) 
➔ A’Level:  Literary allusion through to ‘A’ level 

 

This unit builds upon whole text study at KS2 and simultaneously starts to 
prepare students for the whole text study expected at GCSE. 
 
Links to previous learning: 
 KS2: Novel Study and reading analysis at KS2 including inference. 
Presentation of heroes and villains in the’ Journeys’ unit previous term. 
 
Links to future learning: 
➔ KS3:Whole text responses  (Year 8 & 9) 
➔ GCSE: preparation for the modern novel study – (Never Let Me Go) GCSE 
English Literature Paper 2 and whole text questions on GCSE English Literature 
Paper 1.  Close analytical skills also establish and start to embed reading skills 
required for both GCSE English Language papers. 

This unit builds on students’ understanding 
of genre and will develop their ability to write 
persuasively. 
 
Links to previous learning: 
 KS2 poetry and genre writing 
 
Links to future learning: 
➔ GCSE: Non-fiction writing GCSE English 
Language Paper 2 and reading a range of 
poetry GCSE English Literature Paper 2 

 

This unit builds on students’ KS2 
learning about Shakespeare and 
develops their oral presentation skills.  
 
Links to previous learning: 
 KS2: Shakespeare overview 
Links to future learning: 
➔KS3:  Shakespeare in Year 8 & 9  
➔GCSE: English Literature Paper 1 
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Baseline Assessment READING and WRITING 
 

Knowing: Knowledge Checks 
Formative: Knowledge check on key skills: Grammar, spelling & punctuation 
 

Thinking: Writing our own 
Formative: Students rewrite the myths studied from different perspectives, 
considering use of voice and descriptive/narrative techniques. 
 

Communicating: Ovid in the West Country Competition 
Summative :  Students complete their own final rewrite of a myth AND they 
all enter the Ovid in the West Country Competition to showcase their 
knowledge. 

Knowing: Knowledge Checks 
Formative: Knowledge Checks on key information about context and the novel 
itself. 
 

Thinking: Analytical paragraph 
Formative: Students craft three analytical paragraphs that focus on analysing 
the author’s use of different techniques to develop character.  Focus is on using 
quotations to support points made and to ensure that students understand the 
structure of an analytical paragraph. 
 

Communicating: Full  Answer - Reading 
Summative: Students complete a 45 minute assessment under exam conditions 
responding to an extract and their knowledge of the novel as a whole (GCSE 
style) 

Knowing: Knowledge Checks 
Formative: Knowledge Check (Classwork & 
homework) 
 

Thinking: Original writing 
Formative: Writing the opening of a 
persuasive article 
 

Communicating: Full Answer - Writing 
Summative: Writing a persuasive travel 
article about a specific place. 

 

Communicating: Spoken 
Presentation 

Summative: Spoken presentation 
 

END OF YEAR EXAMS: 
 
Summative: MCQ – 30  questions on all 
homework and classwork 
Summative: Writing task 
 
 
 

Links ‘Greeking Out’ podcasts 
Who were the Ancient Greek Gods, Godesses and Heroes? 

What are the Northern Lights? 
How are the Northern Lights created? 

Travel Writing - BBC Bitesize The Tempest - BBC Bitesize 

https://shakespeare.folger.edu/shakespeares-works/the-tempest/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/zeus-the-mighty/article/episodes
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z87tn39/articles/zgt7mp3
https://www.loc.gov/everyday-mysteries/item/what-are-the-northern-lights/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/57418070
https://ccsacademy-my.sharepoint.com/personal/lfuller_campden_school/Documents/2021-2022/KS3/Curriculum%20Maps/Travel%20Writing%20-%20BBC%20Bitesize
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z37mn39


 


